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o Ucencia Federal de Conductor 
The r.~t informal;on all officer should look fo r is the st'J.temen t near the top of the 
document. in bold, th:lt $'1y~ th is document is a ~UCENClA FEDERAL DE 
CONDUCrOR". Th is enabb the of1icer to quickly distingtllsh such a license from 
one issued by a Mexican state to a driver. Mexican state driver licenses are NOT 
valid for operating a CMV which rcquHCs a CDL in the U.S. :lnd CRn:lda. 

e Driver's License Number 
The license nu mber is indic.atcd in red in the lower left corner of the Mexican 
CDL Just as with some U.S. state license numbers that include leners, Mexican 
CDL numbers alw',tys begin with leftlers, and those letters mUM be induded as part 
of the license number when the number is recorded. 

f) Issuance Date 
TIlle Mexican COL in(licates the o rigin·.d date dIe d rivu received the license. The 
date of original iSSllltnee i~ indic.1 ted in the "Antiguedad:~ fi eld and displ:l.yed as 
dd/mm/yyyy. 

o Expiration Date 
The validity of the Mexican CDL is indicated in the fie lds "V lgentc del~ or 
"Vlgent~ dcsde" '1.nd "hasta". "Vigente del" or "Vigente des(li::" lOdlcates when the 

______	Li.!:'~eJ.s_vali~ fro.I!!..:.19d is di spl~ed as ddlmmj1D1':.~' has ta" ,ind icates when the_ 
license is valid through :Ind is displayed as dd/mm/yyyy. 

As of April 21, 2010, the M exl<:an CDL must be reissued every five )'ears for aU 
license cbsses cx(;ept class £ (HazM:ns) which must be reissued every three years. 

Note: Licemes issued before Apnl 21.2010 must be reissued at the end of the 
two-year period as d iSplayed on the license. 

Law enforcement should always verify the Mexican CDL's validity electronically in 
the eLiccncia$. cLiecnei:tS can be queried via the National Law Enforcement 
Telecommunications System (NL.ETS), via your Department of M otor Vehicles 
through the Commercial Driver's License InformatIOn System (CDLlS), or via the 
Federal Motor Ca rrier Safety Admmistration (FMCSA) CDLlS-C heek interfaces 
(Qyel)' Central, fupen/Capn or CDLISDOTGOV). 

1fthe driver does not have a valid Liccncia Federal issued by DGAF, and recorded 
in eLicencias with the proper clm without any restrictions, pla~e the driver out-of-serv­
ice per 383.23 (a)(2), 

Note: M eXlC:ln state driver Licenses (borh CDL and p rivate car driver) ARE NOT 
verifiable via N LETSlcL ieencias. 

e Driver's Name and Address 
The Mex-ican COL lists che driver's name in rluec lines in the cenrer o f (he license. 
The name is d isplayed in the fol.lowing o rder. 

Given name{sl (firs t Rnd midd le) 
• Paternal Surname (f~rher's last name) 
• Maternal Surname (mother's maiden name) 

The Mexican CDL does not include the driver's address due to Mexico's privacy 
policy. 

o Licencia Federal de Conductor 
The fi rst information an officer should look for is the statement near the top of the 
document, in bold, that says thiS documenr is a "LlCENCIA FEDERAL DE 
CONDUCTOW. This enables the officer to quickly distinguish such a license from 
one issued by a Mextcan state to a driver. M exican stdte driver licenses are NOT 
valid for ope!".l.ting a CMV WhlCh requires a COL in the U.S. and Canada. 

e Driver's License Number 
T he license number is indicared in the lower left corner of the Mexican CDL. J ust 
as with some U.S. state license numbers that include letters, Mcrican CO L num ' 
bers a1 w:l)'s begi n with letters. and those letters must be included as part or the 
license number when the number is recorded. 

o Issuance Date 
T he M ex;ClIn COL indicates the original d·... re the driver received the license. The 
date of original issu:mce is indicated in the "Antigi1erlad:~ field and displ·aycd as 
dd/mrrJyyyy. 

0 Expiration Date 
The validity of the Mexican CDL is indicated in the fields "Vigente desde" and 
"hasta". "Vigente desde" indicates when the l i een~e lS valid from and is displayed 

__ o----------. .3.~Qs!!.ml!'.6'YIT:..1!.~sta.. in<!ieates when the license .is valid th rough and is..EispJaye(L 
as dd/mml)')')')'. 

The Merie;)n C OL must be reissued every flvc years for aliliccnse classes exccpr 
class E (Ha1.Mats) which must be reissued every three years. 

Note: T he Mex:ican medical examinatIOn is required :\1 leaST every two ycars.lllC 
eLiccncias system CO L status includes the medical certification starns. Please refer 
to item 9 eLicencias-Check for verifYing the Mexie::ln C OL validity e1eetrol1leally. 

o Driver's Name and Address 
The M exican CDL lis ts the dnver's name in three lines in the center of the license. 
The name is dispi:lyed in the following order: 

G iven name(s) (first ;Lnd middle) 
• Paternal Surname (father's last name) 
• M ;lternal Surname (mother's maiden name) 

The M c.xiean C OL does not include the d liver's address due to Mex:ico's priv-acy 
po]jcy. 

o Date of Birth 
lllere is no labeJ for date-of-birth on the Mexican COL. H owever, this infonnation 
is included as the firsT 6 numeric digits io the "Curp:" flcld, immediatcly following 
the letters. The date of birth is displayed as yymmdd. 

o License Class 
Locate the license cbss in the aCATEGORIA," box at the bottom, center of the license. A 
Mexica.n CDL will indicate a category ofA through F. Refer to the Lietncia Federal Clas..'CS 
(Categonas) on dlis card tOr equivalent US. class and endorsements. 

,r 
C07Ililllll'd 071 hack 

Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance 

6303 Ivy Lane, Suite 310, Greenbelt, MD 20770 


Phone: 301-830-6143 • Fax: 301-830-6144 

www.cvso.org 


Promoting Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety and Security 


© 201 2 Commercial Vehicle Safety All iance All rights reserved . 


http:www.cvso.org


Mexican CDL (O ld Document) 
COlJ/in lJcdjrom front 

" Date af Birth 
T here is no labd for date-or-birth on the Me.~can CDL. H owever, this information 
is included as the fi rst 6 numerif.: digits In (he "Curp:n fi eld. immediately foUow­
ing fhe leHers. T he date of birth is displayed as yymmdd. 

o License Class 
Loc:ttc d lC license class in the "CKIT,CORIA" box at the bottom, right comer of the 
liccn~ A Mericm COL will indicate a category of A through F Refer to the Lccncia 
Fcdwl Cb sscs (Caregorias) 011 this card for eqllivalcnt US. class and endorsements. 

o Restrictions 
O n the back of the license, at the tOp, a seri e~ of preprinted boxes exist whic h can 
be marked to indicatt usefu l medical conditions of the driver, should he or she be 
involved III an accidenL T he only pre- printed restrictio n box o n the docu ment 
applicable to operating;1 CMV in the United Stares and Canada is ~LENTES" 
(eye glasses). If rhe "LENT ES" 00>. eOIH':)i ns an "X", rhe dn ver must be we".l ring 
corrective lenses to 0per;lte a eMV. 

Additional possible restrictio ns may be placed on the document as explanatory phras­
es in The large conunent field hlbclcd as "OhselVaciones:'·. An important restriction 
for lawe nforcemenl to reoognize is that the dnvcr could be restricted ro operating a 
CMV in Mexico only which would read: "VALIDA SOLO PARA CIRCULAR 
EN LA REPUBUCA M£.."'([CIu'iA" , The eLiCeDCl:lS response to a driver inquiry 
wiUCOllulin any such restrictions that 'lpply to that driver, in clear English, 

Mexican CDL 
Continued .from .front 

............ •• 

o Restrictions 
O n the back o f the license, at the top, a series of preprinted boxes ex.i.st which can 
be marked to ind icatc llseful medical condirions of thc d river, should he o r she be 
involved in an accident. T he only pre-prinred restrictiOn box on the document 
applicable to operati ng a CMV in the United States 'J.nd C anada is ~LENTES" 
(eye glasses). I f the ~LENTES" box contains an "X~, the driver must be wearing 
corrective lenses to operatc a CMY. 

Additional possible restrictions may be placed on the document as explanatory phms· 
es in the large commcnt field labeled as "OBSERVACIONES". An important 
restnction for law enforcemcnt to recognize is \h:l,t the drivcr could be restr icted to 
operating (I CMV in Mcxico only which would read: ~VALJDA SOLO PARA ClR· 
CULAR EN LA REPUBUCA MEXICANA~. The e Liccncias response ro a dri...er 
inqwry will rontoUo any such rcsrricriolls that apply to that driver, in d ear Engfu;h. 

o eLicencias-Check 
Law enforcement should alW.lYS veri fY thc Mexiean CDL's validityelc.::tronieally ill 
the eLicenCJ \l s. eLicencias can be queried vi ~ the National Law Enfora!mem 
Tdecommunlcations System (NLETS), via your Department of Motor Vehicles 
through the Commercial Driver's License Information System (COLIS), or via the 
Federal M Olor C.mier Safely Administration (FMCSA) CDLIS-Check interfaces 
(~cry Central, Aspen/Capri or CDLlS.D OT.GOV). 

Note: W hile Mexico provtdes the ability to verifY the Mexican CDL in eLi<:encias 
via the SeT website indicated in the back of the license, thiS websire does oot reflect 
the U S. convictiom and withdrawals as COUS and N LETS do. Please alwaY-' usc 
COUS or N LETS when verifYing M b:_ic-.m C DLs ro check both M e;Qco's 
eLiccllcias and the privilege to oper.u e in the U.S. combmcd status. 

lf thc driver docs nor have a valid Licen.Clll Federal issued by DGAF, and reoordcd 
;0. eLicenci:tS with rhe proper class without any restrictions, place the drivcr out--of· 
service per 383 .23(...)(2). 

Note: M exican state driver licenses (both CDL and private car driver) ARE 
NOT verifiab le via NLETS/eLicencias. 

Cotegorio 	 Description 

A 	 This c:ltcgnr;;l I:; jor :l n ~' !Ill.:' . T his is roll~h ly ..:omp!l r,lhlc tn 'I U.S. 
Chs~ - 13" C D L wi th ,\ 1';1 ~~lIger e lldof!icm~lIl. 

B 	 This Cltq,.'OIia is Ie,.. :U\)' tnlCk (induding strai,!:"ht, l'OllIbin:lrion,doubl~ triples, 

mnk), hut excluding h:v.anlotls mall.'rials. ·fbi." is roughly COnlrr,lmblc to a 
U.S. Class "K COL with :I tank and doubles/triples endorsement , 

c 	 Thi" ..:aTcg,wi:l i$ !~)r ~tr.l igh l !n l (k~ (nu .\:iJl\\lnl of th r~'C ;L\:k$, whidl iw::huk", 
:ln~' towed tr:tik'r 'lx1cs). bllt ex..: lllding h; I:t~1rdt)l. 1S ll1;ncr;'II$. This is rOIlp:hl.\· 
":()lnl';lf:lbk tO:l U.S, Cbl> ~ ~ I3 " C DL with :I t:lrlk c ndO\")(IlWIl t. 

D 	 nlcre is no ('OmpaJ':lbh.: U.S. CDL dclffiition. j\ ulhori1.cs holder to opcr.\tC 

:uuomobiles ;md small buses. whi..::h do not c:l(cecd 7,7161lOunds (3500kgs) 
or ha\'C a Clfk1cit)' to carry no more than 13 pa.sscnJ:,'t'rs (including the dri\,· 
er who also sen 1:S as the lour guide) t'Or purpose of tourislll. 

E 	 Thi~ GII<:g(lri ;1 i.. for ,1n)' t)p.: tmck " r cOlllhin:l1 ioll , illd\ldillg h : rla rdoll ~ 

1I1:11t:ri; lk Th i~ i, rf'u~h l)' C()\llf':lr:lblc to.l U.S. Cb~s " j\~ e Dt. widl ;1 

h:l7.:lrdo\!" m: lte r i :I I~ , f.lIIk ,mil dOllb lt:$!tri pl{"~ endO($cll1l' O(. 

F 	 T here is no comparable U.S. CDL dc(inition . Authori1:CS holder 10 
operate ta:"is from ;m}, airport o r seaport in Mc.."jco. 

NOle: This is beCIUse airports and seaports arc tt-der:li ;mel require a ft-d ­
er:lliicensc, similar to dri\'ing a commercial \'chide on a fcdera.! rood. 

Ih.~ docUme<l1 w Ol ~ ,n pornet~h.p wo lt. ~ Se<:'e'O<>cl 01 
C.omIJl<l(lI(OI>CinI o<>d T,on';f'O<IQhon (SeT}, JIIJ. !n1ormot00l\ ~No(~ 1...-: . 
r~ FeOer~ ,'~ C"' '''''' So!«y Adm'Il,)1JON)n If MC Y<). m., InlNn(JOQ<)OI 
A>oociotion oil"" C .. ;eb 01 Pol",.. pACP! and rhc C()<'M\(>(cooi Vc-f,o(k, 
Sc!,.-ty AJI,ot>C., (CVSA) 
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Categorio 	 Desc ription 

A Thi~ c:l.lq;Mi;! is li,r ;my h us. This is mu~h l ~' ~'ornp:'Ir;lble to :l. l IS 
Class '· U ~ COL wi th <l p;ls:<e n~cr endl)r~t.' ment. 

B 'nlis 1.::lIL'b'Oria is for ~ny mlck (including: ~tr.ughl, mmbinarion,doublcs, triples. 
~u,k)) but excluding haz;.trdous materials. '1111$ is roughly comparable to a 
U.S. Class "l\ CDL with :t tank and dOllble:s/triplc.~ endQr.;cment_ 

c Thi~ CltL'J.,'nn a i~ tor ~tr.,it:h t tnKk,; (rn,t.xirnll!ll o( thr<:1; :t.\:Ic", which indudcs 
a llY IO\\'l'd t rai ler axk·s), but exclild i ll~ h.l:t~1.rdt1l. 1 ~ Illa{criak This i~ ro\l~hly 

l't!I\l p:lr:lble 10:1 U.S. CJa,,~· U- COL with:1!;lO k endorsement. 

o 111ere is no romp:.tr.ililc U.S. eDT.. definition. AlII hon7..cs holder to oper.IIC 

automobiles and small buses. which do not c\:cCt.'d 7.716 pound~ (3500kgs) 
or h:\\'c:t Clpacit)' to carry no morc th:1I1 13 p;\sscngtrs (including the driv ­
er who;liso servcs as the tour gtude) for purpose of tOurism. 

E Th i ~ \';I tegoria i~ for .. n;: ty pc tnKk o r (llmbill:llit)n. indll Jing' h:J%;lrdOlls 
m:m' ria l ~, Thi ~ i ~ rollgh l.~ · eOl ll p;Habk {O a U.S. C:b~~ "A" CDL with;1 
ha.z:lrd()u~ m;l{e rials, t; lllk ;md J<)Ilh1t::-/ trj p !C ~ t·ndorsenwnt. 

F There is 110 l'Omparablc U.S. COl . definitioll . Authorizcs holder to 

operate (:\Xis from any airport or sC:lport' in Mexi..::o. 

Note: This is bccmsc ai.rpons and sc;lpons :lrc fcderni and r\."XJuirc;1 fLxI · 
c • .u liccnsc. similar ro driving a commercial \'ehide on a fcder.u road. 

Ih'l dot:.\!mcnl wOl ~Ioped ,n por ............,p.....,!h ..... S<.<:.~""' >()! of 
Cammo.>fllCOto()tt ~ O..c l,o,, :.pot!Ol >C<l (SCn. If.... tnbmotoOl'l 5e<v"~ 1 1,,(. "v,oC t! .... , 

tlte fedc<al /oIdoI Co",el $Qf.lly Adm;"''',a i>OO !f'M(SAj. me Inle<toObOBOl l~"~' . \~\ 
'\~""~0<1 01 rite C"'l)f. of PolK" (1/,Cf') ",,d rhe Commotc..:.1Vch~ 
50fCfy IJI;() rICC (C V5A,J 8C.\S"'~ 
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